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ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 CIAE-00 PM-09 INR-IO L-03 NEA-10 

NSAE-00 PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 GAC-01 USIA-12 TRSE-00 

MBFR-03 SAJ-01 ACDA-I9 H-02 NSC-10 SS-15 RSR-01 /127 W 

004242 

R 081200 Z MAY 73 
FM AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7456 
SECDEF WASHDC 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USMISSION NATO BRUSSELS 
USDELMC 
USNMR SHAPE 
USCINCEUR 
DIA 

CONEIDENTIAL BRUSSELS 2521 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, BE 

SUBJECT: GOVERNMENT SUSPENDS ACTION ON MILITARY 
SERVICE OBLIGATION REFORMS 

REF: BRUSSELS 1406 ( NOTAL) 

1 . THE GOVERNMENT, RESPONDING TO PERSISTENT OPPOSITION BOTH WITH- 
IN THE GPB AND FROM THE PUBLIC AT LARGE, HAS POSTPONED TAKING A 
FINAL DECISION ON ALL ELEMENTS OF THE DEFENSE REEORM PROJECT 
TOUCHING ON MILITARY SERVICE OBLIGATIONS, INCLUDING PROPOSALS 
FOR A REDUCTION IN TERMS OE CONSCRIPT SERVICE AND ELIMINATION OE 
EDUCATIONS DETERMENTS. IF REDUCTIONS IN SERVICE TIME ARE EVENTUALLY 
ENACTED ( FOLLOWING NATO CONSULTATIONS, WHICH WILL ALSO BE DELAYED), 
THEIR EFFECT COULD NOT BE FELT BEEORE JANUARY 1976. THE DEBATE 
GENERATED BY THE DETERMENT ISSUE, PLUS THE GOVERNMENT' S 
INEPT HANDLING OF PUBLIC PROTEST, HAS ENCOURAGED A PUBLIC 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BRUSSE 02521 081328 Z 



Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



DISCUSSION OF OTHER PROPOSED DEFENSE REEORMS ( MOST NOTABLY 
ON EXPANDED ROLE FOR THE GENDARMERIE), ARMS PURCHASES, THE 
BELGIAN DEFENSE EFFORT IN GENERAL, AND THE IMPORTANCE OF NATO 
FOR BELGIUM. THE CENTRAL FIGURE INVOLVED, MINISTER OF NATIONAL 
DEFENSE VANDEN BOEYNANTS, HAS SUFFERED A SETBACK IN TERMS OF 
PRESTIGE AND POWER, BUT THIS IS UNLIKELY TO DETER HIM FROM 
PURSUING HIS GOALS. 

2. ABOVE IS SUMMARY OF BRUSSEL' S A- 109 WHICH IS BEING 
TRANSMITTED THIS WEEK. 

STRAUSZ- HUPE 
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1 . THE GOVERNMENT, RESPONDING TO PERSISTENT OPPOSITION BOTH WITH- 
IN THE GPB AND FROM THE PUBLIC AT LARGE, HAS POSTPONED TAKING A 
FINAL DECISION ON ALL ELEMENTS OF THE DEFENSE REFORM PROJECT 
TOUCHING ON MILITARY SERVICE OBLIGATIONS, INCLUDING PROPOSALS 
FOR A REDUCTION IN TERMS OF CONSCRIPT SERVICE AND ELIMINATION OF 
EDUCATIONS DEFERMENTS. IF REDUCTIONS IN SERVICE TIME ARE EVENTUALLY 
ENACTED ( FOLLOWING NATO CONSULTATIONS, WHICH WILL ALSO BE DELAYED), 
THEIR EFFECT COULD NOT BE FELT BEFORE JANUARY 1976. THE DEBATE 
GENERATED BY THE DEFERMENT ISSUE, PLUS THE GOVERNMENT' S 

INEPT HANDLING OF PUBLIC PROTEST, HAS ENCOURAGED A PUBLIC 
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